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640 THE MONIST, 

The Origin of the Doctrine of the Trinity. By Rendel Harris. Man- 
chester: The University Press, 1919. Pp. 41. Price, 2s. 6d. net. 
The author gives in this lecture or pamphlet his reasons for supposing, firstly, 
the existence of a lost book of the first age of Christianity, and secondly, a lost 
Christian doctrine of the first century, according to which Jesus was defined as 
the Sophia or Wisdom of God. "What we propose to do," he tells us, "is to 
show that by the discovery of two fresh facts the whole matter of the evolution 
of the Trinity is put in a fresh light." This would certainly be the case if the 
two contentions were facts. In the first of these contentions, Dr. Harris 
sketches his arguments in a summary and popular manner. He has dealt with 
this hypothesis elsewhere; but it is unfortunate that he refers to the existence 
of the Book of Testimonies, which sets out with the idea that Christ was the 
Wisdom, not the Messiah of God, as a "fact." Against this is to be set the 
emphasis of St. Paul and the Synoptic Gospels upon Christ as the Messiah. 

C. B. 
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